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UNACCEPTABLE PLANT LIST  
 
The following list shall serve as a guideline to plants that are unacceptable for the Columbus Campus 
of the Ohio State University. 
 
TREES   
    
 Acer rubrum -  Red Maple 
 Acer saccharinum - Silver Maple 
 Aesculus glabra - Ohio Buckeye 
 Betula papyrifera - Paper Birch 
 Caragana ab. 'Pendula' - Weeping Pea Shrub 
 Castanea mollissima - Chinese Chestnut 
 Cedrus atlantica - Atlantic Cedar 
 Cornus florida - Flowering Dogwood 
 Crataegus oxycantha - English Dogwood 
 Crataegus - No Hawthorns species with thorns near 

pedestrian pathways. 
 Gledistisia triacanthos var. inermis - Thornless Common Honeylocust 

 
 Fraxinus sp.  Ash  
 Liquidambar sp. - Sweetgum 
 Malus sp. - Only Crabapple species that are resistant 

to Apple Scab and Fireblight. See list of 
acceptable Malus species. 

 Morus sp. - Mulberry 
 Nyssa sylvatica - Black Tupelo 
 Oxydendron arboreum - Sourwood 
 Populus sp. - Poplar 
 Pyrus c. 'Bradford' - Bradford Pear, all other cultivars 

acceptable. 
 Quercus palustris - Pin Oak 
 Robinia sp. - Blacklocust 
 Salix babylonica sp. - Babylon Weeping Willow 
 Tsuga canadensis - Canadian Hemlock, unless in a very 

protected site. 
    
SHRUBS    
    
 Azalea sp. - Azalea 
 Berberis t. 'Aurea' - Gold Leaf Barberry 
 Buxus sp. - Boxwood 
 Chamaecyparis sp. - False cypress 
 Clethra alnifolia - Summersweet 
 Cotoneaster apiculata - Cranberry Cotoneaster 
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SHRUBS (Cont’d)   
    
 Enkianthus campanulatus - Redvein 
 Euonymous fortunei - Euonymous, shrub forms 
 Hibiscus sp. - Rose of Sharon 
 Ilex crenata - Japanese Boxwood 
 Itea sp. - Virginia Sweetspire 
 Juniperus ch. pfitzeriana - Pfitzer chinese junipers, and all upright 

columnar varieties (Seagreen and 
Armstrong cultivars acceptable) 

 Kalmia sp. - Mountain Laurel 
 Leucothoe sp. - Luecothoe 
 Ligustrum x. vicaryi - Golden vicary Privet 
 Mahonia aquifolium - Oregon Grape Holly 
 Pieris japonica - Japanese Pieris 
 Potentilla sp. - Bush Cinquefoil 
 Prunus glanulosa - Dwarf Flowering Almond 
 Pyrancantha - Firethorn, acceptable in full sun plantings 

only. 
 Rhamnus frangula - Glossy Buckthorn 
 Rhamnus frangula 'Columnaris' - Tall hedge 
 Rhododendron sp. - Rhododendron 
 Rosa rugosa - Rugosa Rose 
 Spirea bumbalda - Bumbald Spirea 
 Tamarix sp. - Tamarix 
 Taxus baccata sp. - English Yew (Repandens acceptable) 
 Thuja sp. - Arborvitae 
 
 

   

GROUNDCOVERS   
   
 Ajuga reptans - Carpet Bugle 
 Erica sp. - Heather 
 Euonymous f. 'Ivory Jade' - Ivory Jade Euonymous 
 Euonymous f. 'Sparkle'n Gold' - Sparkle'n Gold Euonymous 
 Hedera helix - English Ivy, acceptable only if planted on 

the northside of a building with plenty of 
shade. 

 Pachysandra terminalis - Pachysandra 
 Sedum sp. - Stonecrop 
    
    
    
    

 
 



APPENDIX Q - 3

 
ACCEPTABLE MALUS SPECIES AND CULTIVARS 
     
 ‘Adirondack’ baccata ‘Jackii’ floribunda ‘Foxfire’ sargentii ‘Snowdrift’ 
 ‘Centennial’ baccata ‘Bob White’ floribunda ‘Guinevere’ sargentii ‘Tina’ 
 zumi ‘Centurion’ baccata ‘Calloway’ floribunda ‘Hamlet’ sargentii ‘Sugar Tyme’ 
 zumi ‘Coralburst’ baccata ‘Canterbury’ floribunda ‘Holiday Gold’ sargentii ‘Selkirk’ 
 baccata ‘David’ baccata ‘Excalibur’ adstringens ‘Hopa’ sargentii ‘Sentinal’ 
 baccata ‘Dolgo’ baccata ‘Firebird’ adstringens ‘King Arthur’  
  baccata ‘Beverly’ adstringens ‘Lancelot’  
   adstringens ‘lollipop’  
   Adstringens ‘Louisa’  
     
     
     

 
If you have a question about plant material selection, feel free to call the University Landscape 
Architects Office.  
 
 
END OF APPENDIX Q 
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